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CO MMENn 
THE SKYEBOAT SONG 


Several weeks ago I worshipped in 
a building on the Isle of Skye belong- 
ing to the Free Church of Scotland. 


The Times 
Monday, June 7th 1965 


MEN OF KYLEAKIN 


The sight of men standing up for 
their deepest beliefs is always rous- 
ing. Many people must have been | 
warmed to the handful of Skyemen 
who were ready to bar the way to 
the cars coming trundling off the 
Sabbath-day ferry at Kyleakin. The 
background of staunch Highland 
traditions of church-going, the still- 
| mess and ruggedness of the island 
lying just off the mainland, the 
withdrawn life in the scattered 
townships, the picture of the few 
Davids facing the mechanized and 
nationalized might of British Rail- 
ways—almost everything combined 
to win sympathizers, who must now 
leave to the law what actually hap- 
pened at the waterside. 

Something will go from the High- 
lands—a quietness and _ special 
solemnity that even the tourists will 
miss and regret—if the last trace of 
Sabbatarian strictness is scrapped. 
Yet the men of Kyleakin seem to 
have stood for only a part of the 
people of Skye. Their own Free 
Church of Scotland appears to con- 
tain different voices on the affair; 
and cars have come over from the 
mainland on a Sunday before now, 
though not as a regular practice to 
Kyleakin. Nor dots catering for the 
tourist stop at Saturday midnight in 
Skye, not to be resumed until Mon- 
day. Year by year the trade goes on 
thriving, changing many of the old 
ways with it. 


It was a severe building . . . white- 
washed walls . . . no stained glass... 
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by the Rev. John Sims, Petts — 
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no altar... no cross... no pie 
. no musical instrument . . 
hymn books. Driving to the ch 
through Portree one saw many 
ilies, no-nonsense fishermen 
crofters, with their Bibles hele 
familiar tools, making their wi 
church. The congregation gat) 
half an hour before the service 
and sat unmoving and in con 
silence in packed pews until the 
ister and elders took their plae 
the front of the church. The sen) 
an excellent sermon on Inspir> 
lasted for almost an hour. The se 
over, the congregation silentl 
out and without a backward ¢ 
each family returned home wi 
unseemly dallying on the way: 
day before, I asked a crofter ¥ 
of the several churches I 
attend. After a shrewd and | 
legeable account of the doc 
position taken by each of the pr 
ers, as well as their speaking abj) 
he made his recommendation, @ 
he went on with rounding up he! 
cows he advised me not to be 
with my copy of the New E, 
Bible — the King James’ 
was the only Bible which shou) 
in the hands of an “informed § 
er’. One felt like a theological bs! 
the presence of these unwa® 
Christians. On the Sabbath » 
thing closed — one didn’t dare @: 
a Sunday paper — a handful of | 
tourists roamed the shuttered s 


Christian Action $ 

It was the devout people © 
congregation and others of the 
convictions, who found then 
forced into the unwanted glare it 
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‘ed publicity by the dictates of 
) tuned consciences. 


urteen men and a minister were 
‘ed as well as several church 
, when they tried to stop the 
vy ferries going to Skye from the 
of Lochalsh on the mainland. 
tmen were knocked down as 
‘staunch Presbyterians surged 
st them while they, the police, 
to force an access for the disem- 
ng cars. Fifteen minutes after the 
aan had been removed and the 
had cleared the road, a prayer 
ng was held at the road side. Be- 
the first ferry left the Kyle of 
alsh, less than half a mile away 
ie other side of the sound, the 
erator of the Skye Presbytery of 
ree Church of Scotland organ- 
Eg conscience-roused demon- 
Ts. 


'e case of these Sabbatarians has 
crudely postulated by some 
of the press as simply they “do 
ant mods and rockers on Skye on 
ays”; but it is a more complex 
than that. Social and cultural as 
las religious customs are greatly 
snilar from those of most of the 
irised visitors. Even those of us 
«disagree with the Free Church of 
»and’s interpretation of the Third 
tmandment (discussed elsewhere) 
jot but admire the obedience to 
‘lictates of conscience. As Luth- 
‘ Christians we may regret this 
pretation, and believe that the 
miences which revealed them- 
\s in action, sincere though they 
1, were misguided consciences. Yet 
tust be understood that w illingly 
‘knowlingly to go against one’s 
icience, no matter whether that 
rience is guided aright or mis- 
ied, is a sin. If you believe that a 
deular action is wrong, even 
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though in fact it is not wrong, and yet 
you do that action, that action has 
then become sinful. The men of Skye 
believed it would be breaking the 
Third Commandment to run a ferry 
service on Sunday. Their consciences 
told them it was wrong, and so they 
rightly obeyed the dictates of cons- 
cience. If they had willingly acqui- 
esced to the Sunday ferries they 
would have sinned. 


Rebellion 


What about the rebellion of these 
Christians against those in authority, 
“the powers that be” by battling 
against the police force of govern- 
ment? “Whosoever therefore resisteth 
the power resisteth damnation” Rom. 
13, 2. The New Testament is very 
clear in its requiring Christians to 
obey the government. It does not 
dictate the nature of the government 
or its particular form, but simply says 
that we must acknowledge, and be 
subject to it — except when that gov- 
ernment or authority commands its 
subjects to sin, to go against what 
conscience says is right, “We ought to 
obey God rather than men’. Acts 
5,29. The men of Skye believed that 
an arm of the government, the nation- 
alized British Railways, backed up by 
another arm, the Police Force, was 
about to force them to do the will of 
men for nothing more than man’s 
own ends. They believed that God 
says otherwise, so they rebelled 
against authority. For them to have 
submitted would have been to know- 
ingly go against conscience — for 
them not to have rebelled would have 
been sin. 


A non-Sabbatarian reads with 
sorrow that when Sunday ended, 202 
cars and 875 passengers had been 


_ carried to and from Skye. 
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SYNOD SERMONS II 


THE ONE DOOR 


(John 10, 1-10) 


Synopsis of the sermon delivered by the Rev. Floyd Bosch 
of Luther-Tyndale, London, at the 1965 Synod 


The picture here is a_ peaceful 
grassy meadow wherein there is a 
sheepfold. The sheep have been out 
grazing on the rough herbage since 
the early morning hours. Now the 


shepherd has brought them to this 


peaceful, grassy meadow for the 
noontide rest. Here in the fold they 
have protection from all their 


enemies. The sheep can go in and out 
of the fold, 

The fold is the Holy Christian 
Church, that spiritual body of Christ, 
which consists of all true believers in 
time and in eternity, made up of all 
believers in time, who accept Him as 
their Saviour, all believers, whether 
they be found in the Lutheran, Angli- 
can, Methodist church or in any 
other Christian denomination. For 
. “there shall be one fold and one shep- 

herd”. 

Christ is the door to the fold. He is 
the one and only door. He says, “I am 
the door’. On another occasion 
Christ said, “I am the way, the truth 
and the life; no man cometh unto the 
Father but by me”. Paul writes to 
Timothy, “For. there is one God, and 
one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus, who gave Him- 
self a ransom for all”. 

It is important that we are sure of 
this fact. Thank God we can be sure. 
The whole life and ministry of Jesus 
testifv to it. We have just celebrated 
the glorious resurrection of our Lord 
from the dead. The truth of Easter 
bears witness to this certainty. For we 
know that the resurrection of Jesus 
was God’s seal of approval for all that 
Christ did for us. He gave Himself as 
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“Responsibility to the GR 


a ransom for us, and the Fat! 
accepted this ransom. 

I am the door by which the 
enter the fold. That’s what we 
“sheep”. Sheep are the most 
of all creatures. When they are 
ated from the shepherd and t 
of the flock, they are easy prog 
wild beasts. This is a picture 0} 
by nature. “All we like sheepy 
gone astray,” says Isaiah. 

We strayed into the wilderr 
sin and there was none to br 
back. Thank God, the Lord Jes’ 
willing to become a sheep like 
sacrifice Himself upon the altar 
cross. By His death Christ bij 
us back into the fold. 

Christ offers great blessings te 
in His fold. “I am the door; 
who comes into the fold throus 
shall be safe. He shall go in ai 
and shall find pasturage”. Whe 
enter by the “Jesus Door” you 
salvation. You have been 
from all your enemies, sin, 
tion, the devil. They can no— 
hurt you. They cannot rob w 
your precious blessings. You ar’ 

The sheep is safe — and is prs! 
for. He shall not lack pasturay 
his needs and wants shall be me! 
pasturage is the means of § 
Through these Means the hur! 
believers will be  stilled and) 
thirst quenched. “I am com 
they might have life, and tha. 
might have it more abund). 
Christ gives life to His owm 
abundantly so. This is life wit!!! 
life in all its fullness, eternal lif! 
eternal life is already our pos! 
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will be fully revealed to us in 
ty. 

»se are the blessings which you 
enjoy in the sheep-fold. These 
igs we must preserve and guard, 
‘tere are thieves and robbers who 
‘Bi take them from us. Jesus 
-, “I am the door of the sheep- 
The sheep paid no heed to any 
same before me, for these were 
eves and robbers .. . The thief 
5 only to steal, kill, and to 


*s who steal, kill and destroy. 
are not interested in the sheep, 
't for what they can get out of 
_ At the time Jesus spoke these 
3, he was referring to the 
sees. These self-righteous, ego- 
ul leaders he calls robbers and 
‘Fes. He is also warning us, for 
are still thieves and robbers 
#, who steal, kill and destroy the 
any sheep are being mislead 
vy. It is not always easy to judge 
are the thieves and robbers. We 
: how difficult at times it is to 
‘I> in the field of politics between 
ifferent candidates, their policies, 
heir parties. So also today in the 
‘of religion, the babble of voices 
gen confusing. 

‘Ne must judge, and one way we 
‘njudge, is to listen. Thieves and 
‘bers, our Lord tells us, offer a dif- 
E door into the  sheep-fold. 
¢me” cry the thieves and robbers, 
will show you other doors into 
sheepfield, easier doors, wider 
us. And so they try to lead the 
©) into the field by the door of 
thighteousness, character, good 
%s, morality, reason and ascetis- 
1 But none of these doors lead 
tthe field. There is only one door 
“that is Christ. 
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Thieves and robbers also offer the 
sheep a different diet. They try to 
make the diet more palatable, more 
succulent. The Bible, they say, is no 
longer relevant for this modern, 
scientific, space age in which we live. 
It must be modernised, it must be 
jazzed up like the music. This will 
make it more acceptable, more tasty 
to the palate. The pasturage that 
Christ prepares for his sheep, the 
Means of Grace, is not sufficient. 

We are living in a period which 
history will know as the ecumenical 
period. This strong wind is blowing 
throughout the entire divided Christ- 
ian world. We must strive towards 
unity. But unity can be achieved only 
on the pasturage which our Lord pro- 
vides, the pure Word, and the Sacra- 
ments as He has instituted them. For 
only here can the lambs and the sheep 
find the sustenance for their souls. 

Wherever possible you and I must 
witness to the truth as it is revealed in 
the holy, infallible Word. We do have 
an obligation to our fellow Christians 
in other denominations, to encourage, 
strengthen and edify. There is much 
we can do for them, and there is much 
that they can do for us. Sometimes we 
Lutherans have failed to bear witness 
when we could and should have. 

My fellow Lutheran Christians, the 
precious Word has been preserved in 
our midst. Let us feast upon it, for 
what a sumptuous banquet our Lord 
prepares. Great blessings are sure. Let 
us share them with others. But let us 
always be on our guard that we share 
and do not deny what Christ has 
given us. He is the one door, His word 
is our food. “I am the door: by me 
if any man enter in, he shall be saved, 
and shall go in and out, and find 


pasture . . . I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might 

‘ have it more abundantly”. AMEN. 
FIVE 


The first part, slightly condensed, of the essay prepared by two ELCE laymen, 
Flemming and Charles Fry, and read by Mr. Flemming to the 1965 Synod at Boreham: 
on 8 May 1965. Part two will be published in the July “ British Lutheran ” 


Responsibility to the Gospel} 


According to the dictionary defini- 
tion a responsible person is one who 
is : 

1. liable to be called to account 

2. morally accountable for actions 

We distinguish between responsi- 
bility which we seek and responsi- 
bility which is thrust upon us. Under 
the former we have career, marriage 
and family, public service and so on. 
The responsibilities which we do not 
seek are by definition less attractive or 
more onerous, and the natural reac- 
tion is to avoid them. Often they are 
a by-product of the one we seek. For 
instance, two people in love will glad- 
ly accept the responsibility marriage 
suggests but may not until later see 
other responsibilities crowding in 
upon them which are consquential 
upon the prime responsibility, namely 
* marriage. 

Let us stay a little longer with the 
dictionary definition. It says “liable to 
be called to account”. This phrase has 
a slightly unpleasant ring about it. 
It suggests the relationship between a 
master and servant, between author- 
ity and subject. As ratepayers and in- 
come tax payers we know something 
of the responsibility which is thrust 
upon us and which we cannot shake 
off. This brings to mind a whole chain 
of responsibilities which we are ex- 
pected to meet by the state of which 
we are citizens and by the society in 
which we live. In other words, we are 
trained to live with and accept many 


responsibilities of different kinds, 
most of which are not of our choos- 
ing. 


The Word of God by which we live 
and regulate our lives tells us that we 
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are His creation. Made in His 
and for His purposes, it wo 
natural to expect that we, the 
ures, are “liable to be calli 
account’. In this expectation 
right, and let us remember a 
all societies, primitive or advi 
demand a responsible attitude 
their members. This part oy 
responsibility, viz. to be accour 
to God at the last day, is laid 

cradle of every human being: 
responsibility is not sought, it » 
of us, it is a condition of haa 
we are. 

Scripture helps us to see A 
recognise the imperfections, th. 
the rebellion against, and the— 
tance to serve God which occu} 
hearts and minds, It also shows’ 
responsibility we have to G 
echoed in the Ten Command¥ 
The responsibilities we hav» 
sought are none the less real ane 
upon our lives, real even thoug: 
puted or rejected by man wh» 
still be “liable to be calle 
account”. 

With Good Friday and the F” 
of Christ still so close to us w 
readily see that God did now 
lightly on the responsibilities 
kind faces under the divine law” 


the sacrifice for our redemption 
Brethren, the God we wore 
no timid, withdrawn God who «© 
be bothered with us or who © 
trifled with. 
But one responsibility which: a 
ours 1s to defend God. 
To think so would be pre 
tuous, puny creatures that we ail! 


not need this help from us. God is 
was and always will be God. He 
direct His cause as He wills. 
her should we feel apologetic, let 
te ashamed of anything God has 
> or commanded in Holy Scrip- 

If some things want more ex- 
ation than Scripture provides or 

can understand, let us have 
ence and leave the matter for God 
xplain and prove in His own good 
-and way. Rather we are to “Go 
tell” and to pass the invitation of 
me and see” what God has given 
provided for us in Jesus, the Son 
God, Mediator between the 
«ted and their creator, the Son of 
fh who has overcome Sin, Death 
4 the Devil and who asserts “I am 
«way, and the truth, and the life; 
done comes to the Father, but by 


) 
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ll 
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Heath i is one fact no one will deny 
“ispute. Most people will also con- 
ih that there is evil or sin. But how 
ay people, including many Christ- 
1, recognize the existence of Satan, 
“ls is in accordance with Satan’s 
\w designs and he is hard at work to 
‘er his traces. He loves his funny 
‘age of the horned and hooved 
‘mal which removes him halfway to 
eer-never land. 

t was and is the Devil which per- 
®s the hearts and minds of men 
0, past master that he is, he never 
‘ses his opportunity. Therefore let 
secognise that the devil is at work 
© influences us when we disagree 
"n and criticise one another in our 
vilies, in our congregation, and in 
\ church at large. Christian unity 
1 agreement is anathema to Satan 
1 he will do everything to under- 
he what faith in Christ is building 
} Let us beware of him in our com- 
itee and assembly rooms. He will 


“gest to us that we have no respon- 
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sibility for the people in our neigh- 
bourhood, to people elsewhere in our 
city or country, let alone in territories 
overseas. Or he suggests if we must do 
something, let the concern be luke- 
warm, hesitant and sporadic. Let us 
consider in such events who it is that 
gives the advice, Satan or Jesus. Let 
us recognise that we are no match for 
Satan. Our ally and champion must 
be the Victor of Calvary, the risen 
Lord. He comes to us in His Word 
and in the Sacrament of the Altar. 
Let us avail ourselves of these God 
given ways to spiritual strength, con- 
fidence and the joy of salvation. 

This points to another responsi- 
bility which we have, viz: to use the 
opportunities of grace and growing in 
the knowledge of God which we have 
in our church services, Sacraments, 
Bible classes, Sunday School and 
Christian fellowship in our social 
activities. 

Sunday School points to our 
responsibility to Youth. We discharge 
this, I believe, most effectively by the 
manner of our life, our attitude to 
church, Bible class, missions, the 
Bible. Satan tells young people and 
grown ups that there is a curtain or a 
vacuum between them and that the 
one does not and indeed cannot 
understand the other. This is patent- 
ly nonsensical, but it serves the design 
of our enemy. Of course there are 
differences due to age, but as far as 
right and wrong are concerned the 
same coin is legal tender for both. The 
same words hurt or build up, the cons- 
ciences of both young and old speak 
the same language and emphasize the 
same principles. Parents have the 
golden opportunity and the responsi- 
bility to set their children on” the 
path by example and by direction. A 
young tree is given a post to keep it 

(continued on page 9) 
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N @G@WS from our churches 


What do YOUTHINK? 


YOUTHINK Conference at Petts Wood 


What makes the youth of today tick? Are Mods and Rockers typical of 
British youth ? How can the Church gain, and hold, the interest of y 
people today ? To what degree are church youth clubs successful ? Should 
members be required to attend church and Sunday School? Should me 
melodies, not traditional hymn tunes, be used at club meetings? SH 
damage to church ei ata h bound to happen where youth clubs » 
be regarded as the fair price congregations have to pay for this kin} 
mussioning ? ’ 

Well, what do YOUTHINK? Youth, the YOUTHINK Confex 
Youth and youth leaders met at got underway. Present were pai 
Christ Lutheran Church, Petts Wood, Luther League members, and yj 
on Saturday, 19 June, to give their club leaders from most ELCE co | 
answers. After the opening devotion gations and missions. 
by the Rev. John Sims, Christ Church The three members of the ELCE 


pastor, and an introduction by the ns Go gre Wares ae 

Rev. Warren Fanning of East Kil- —)°o"®, “me Snkty ane oe 

ev. 4 : of ee : chaired the sessions. Speakers wer | 

bride, member of the ELCE Board for Rey. Roy Herbert, Secretary of the Cl 

of England Youth Council, on the 

VALPARAISO CHOIR AT LUTHER-TYNDALE “Starting from Scratch”; Mr. Mi 
CONCERT THURSDAY, JUNE 17 Smith, Knights Association of “| 

The Valparaiso University Chamber Choir under the direction Clubs, “Club Night Devotional | 


of Dr. Willem Mudde, Utrecht, Holland. Dr. Mudde was ties”; and Mrs. J. Mackay, youth leap 
uest professor at the University during the school year espace h Missi 
¥5364- 65. Valparaiso is a Lutheran University, owned and the East Kilbride Lutheran isslons J 


operated by the Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod. The the Mission Front”. 
Choir consists of twenty-four members. The program 


featured English and American composers, but presented 
several Slaton by German composers. The choir is on a “Go to work on an EASTER eee: 


twenty-one day tour through England, Holland, Germany and , ; ‘ 
Swlexedand. Before returning to America, the Choir will Such was the theme of Pastor Wi 
attend the Church Music Seminar at Stuttgart-Esslingen, Fanning’s sermon to forty young jj) 


West Germany. at the 1965 Luther League Convent a 
Hothorpe Hall, 15-16 May. Linkin ji 
familiar advertising slogan of the 
Marketing Board with the Conv 
theme, “Building with Christ”, the if 
urged the youth to aggressive plannin il 
action in the kingdom of the resur ‘ft 
Christ. The following were elected Hj) 
new LLGB executive: Peter Borgas, 
dent; Tony Venning,  vice-pres//flf 
John McPherson, treasurer; Pat Cri 
secretary. > | 

Listen the new youth  publisidll 
from which the above informatiowVj 
taken, also announced the 1965 
Trip abroad: Paris, 23-31 August, 
the leadership of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Cremer. Further details from Miss 
mary Dineen, 11 Leighton Grove, HI 
Town, N.W.5. 
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BRITISH LUT it 


Our Churches in the N ews 


(ow Evening Citizen 
day, 1 May 1965 


LUTHERANS 
MEET 


izht members of the East Kilbride 
‘eran Church are going to Boreham 
lid, Hertfordshire, next week- end to 


va Churches. 

‘presenting the 130 members of the 
eran community in East Kilbride — 
ki raly one of its kind in Scotland — are 


the Rev. Warren Fanning, and lay- 
a Mr. John McKay, of Kevin Drive. 


Kilbride News 
“Ry, 4 June 1965 


FUN IN THE CHURCH? 
YES! 


(> be involved in the activities of the 
qpeclical Lutheran Church means to 
(@ in a lot of fun. It’s part of their way 
fe. And it is not at all disconnected 
b the historical teachings of the church. 
none who has been involved in recent 
4 activities there, or who will be in- 
ied in future one, will tell you so. 
; ast and future activities primarily in- 
ve the regular Sunday evening worship 
tices. Here most everyone stays on a 
te to talk about the various activities 
7 a cup of tea. They are still talking 
bit the well-attended “family night,” 
Ire nearly 60 people of all ages 
laxed the church hall to participate in 
ses and singing, and to see a film, and 
hat with one another. On 9th May, 
¢ the service, they talked about the 
»dical meeting of their church held this 
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‘Oonsibility to the Gospel 
‘tinued from page seven) 
ft and often is enclosed in wire 
th to keep rodents away. Should 
7do less for our young people? 

“his is where training of our young 
«ple in Sunday School and con- 
Nation classes is so important. Let 
‘encourage them in attending these 
il Bible classes where 
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there is 


year in Hertfordshire. Mr. John Mackay, 
of East Kilbride, was delegate to this 
Synod, along with Rev. W. Fanning, 
resident Lutheran pastor. Mr. Mackay, to- 
gether with East Kilbride observers at the 
Synod, reported on the highlights of the 
convention. There the whole church 
carried out its business and had a great 
deal of fun doing so. 

They are also talking about the great 
increase in Sunday School enrolment, and 
the phenomenal growth of the children’s 
and youth clubs. For everyone who goes to 
church there feels involved in these aspects 
of the church’s life. And in June (they have 
been talking this up for quite a while now) 
most everyone will be involved in the Sun- 
day School outing to the Ayrshire coast. 
Parents will be going along with the child- 
ren of this family-conscious church. 

Good wholesome fun grows out of, and 
around, the consideration of the simple 
and realistic matters of life, and indeed 
the down-to-earth matters of church life as 
well. And so it is at the Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church in Westwood. 


The South Devon Times 
Friday, 21 May 1965 


LUTHERANS ACTIVE 


Recently nine Lutherans from Plympton 
spent two days at Boreham Wood, Herts., 
at the 1965 Synod. The delegate was Mr. 
J. Colling. Three young members of the 
church and Pastor Robert Bruer attended 
the annual business meeting of the Luther 
League of Great Britain, the youth organ- 
isation. 

Lutheran church social activities this 
summer will include tennis on Wednesday 
evenings and two coaches are taking an 
excursion to Cockington on Whit Monday. 


opportunity to discuss everyday prob- 
lems against a scriptural background. 
When they have outgrown the posts 
and wire netting they will stand erect 
and witness to their Lord and Master. 
I shall always owe a great debt to my 
parents, to many christian men and 
women, to many pastors for prayerful 
guidance, for exemplary lives and 
able preaching of the Word. 
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By Prof. Walter E, Buszin STM, MusD, Concordia Seminary, St, Louis Mo., 


OUR 
LUTHERAN 
WORSHIP 


The Kyrie Eleison 


Short and simple, the Kyrie Eleison of 
the Lutheran Liturgy (Hymnal, pp. 7 and 
17) is profound and rich in meaning. 
Translated literally, these two Greek words 
mean: “Lord, have mercy.’ They are 
pronounced: kir-i-e-e-la-i-son. The words, 
retained by the church in their original 
Greek version, take us back to the days of 
the New Testament. 

The Kyrie may be used as a cry for the 
forgiveness of sins. The words have been 
so used by Christian people from days 
immemorial, and no valid reason can be 
given which would discourage or prohibit 
such use. 


Plea for Strength 


However, in view of the fact that in 
the liturgy the absolution has already been 
pronounced by the minister, the Kyrie is 
here not used as a plea for the forgiveness 
of sins. Here it takes on another meaning 

‘and expresses a plea to the Lord for 
strength and support. Even after our sins 
have been forgiven, we still cannot by our 
own reason and strength believe in Jesus 
Christ or come to Him. God Himself must 
give us this strength. The Kyrie is our cry 
for strength and power from on High. In 
addition to being a cry for spiritual 
addition, it isa cry for physical power. We 
need physical strength in order to go to 
church, to worship, to be attentive, and to 
support others who seek to worship with 
us. Such use of the Kyrie Eleison is 
thoroughly Biblical. The words were thus 
used by the sick, the crippled, and the 
blind when they cried to Jesus to restore 
to them their full health of body, mind, 
and spirit, Matt. 15:22. 


Cry of Homage 


But the Kyrie means even more. It was 
used by the ancient Greeks to honor their 
kings and military generals when they 
returned home victoriously from the 
battlefields. We Christians shout our 
Kyrie Eleisons to Christ, our victorious 
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Lord, and use the words as a cry of 
age and esteem, a cry which has e 
ially the same meaning as the wore 
multitude cried out at Christ’s trium 
entry into Jerusalem: “Hosanna 
Son of David; blessed is He that ce 
in the name of the Lord; Hosanna } 
highest,” Matt. 21:9. When thus use 
Kyrie does not require the inclusion 
words “upon us’”’. 

The Kyrie is, therefore, Christ-cen 
while its threefold use may be intepri 
indicate that it is Trinitarian in cha 
we need not so interpret the Kyri 
may, instead, regard it as a threefold” 
homage to Christ, our risen and asc» 
Lord, sitting as our Advocate at the 
hand of the Father, We can thus tra 
the threefold Kyrie to mean: “Hail! 
hail, Christ, our Lord.” Though Chr? 
been mentioned previously in our 
of worship, the liturgy, here addr 
Him specifically, becomes more and 
evangelical and Christ-centered, c 
ting finally in the blessed Lord’s Ta 
which we enjoy the closest comm 
with Christ, our Lord. 

Since the Kyrie is a cry, a sha 
should not be sung or accompanied 
and “with much feeling’. The tx 
should not be used, nor the accor: 
ment blasted forth. 


“Kyrie” Hymns 
Some of our finest hymns have» 
source in the Kyrie. They are knc 
Leisen, a word that has found it’ 
into English usage and which is dil 
from the Greek eleison. Each stain) 
these Leisen closes with “Lord, 4 
mercy.” During the age of ratioy'l 
some converted this refrain into 
leluia,“’ especially on feast and 
days of the church year; howev 
continue to use “Lord, have mercy 
cause we need the Lord’s mercy 
feast and festival days, and be 
especially on these days, we gre 
Christ as our Lord and King. 7 
While the hymn “Kyrie, God Fait! 
Heaven Above” (The Lutheran a 
No. 6) is regarded as the greatest 4 
Kyrie hymns, “Christ Is_Arisen’” Th 
Lutheran Hymnal, No. 187) is the: de 


are part of our great heritage, andl 
deserve wide-spread use. f 


MUSIC COMMITTEE ON 


VARIETY IN WORSHIP 


as many congregations vary their worship by not chanting any part of the Confes- 
of Sins in the Preparatory Service of the Order of Holy Communion, so they and 
5 achieve a seasonal variation through changes connected with the Gloria in 
sis, the Hallelujah and the Creed. 


he season of Advent it is common practice to replace the Gloria in Excelsis with 
nging of the first verse of “O come, O come, Emmanuel” (hymn 62 in The Lutheran 
al). 


ving the season of Lent a replacement of the Gloria in Excelsis may also occur; this 
oy the singing of the first verse of “Lamb of God, pure and holy” (hymn 146). It is 
to omit the singing of the Hallelujah throughout the Lenten season. 


other variation connected with the seasons of the Church year concerns the use of 
ast well-known of the three Ecumenical Creeds, the Athanasian Creed (page 53 in 
-utheran Hymnal). The Order of Morning Service without Communion and the 
, of Holy Communion have made most of us thoroughly familiar with the Apostles’ 
1 and the Nicene Creed. The Athanasian Creed on the other hand is quite strange to 
of our members; it is given as a possible alternative to the Psalm in the Order of 
's on Trinity Sunday. In many of our congregations where Matins is not yet used, the 
vasian Creed is said instead of the Apostles’ Creed or the Nicene Creed on Trinity 
ly. 


> seasons are also differentiated of course by the use of the varying Proper Preface in 
doly Communion service (page 25, The Lutheran Hymnal), and by the changing 
ical colours of the Altar frontal and the Pulpit and Lectern falls. 

., ELCE HYMN POLL: 


aas been decided to add the Methodist Hymnal to the list of seven non-Lutheran 
als used for research into the hymnody of the British Isles. This background informa- 
s necessary for both the composition of the Hymn Poll Questionnaires and for the 
of preparing a booklet to aid people in their choice of hymns. 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


(For four months February-May) 


pecs Loans Donations Total Withdrawals 
KEN TOWN £486 £448 £934 4332 
TOTTENHAM 374 33 407 800 
RUISLIP 409 15 424 674 
SUNDERLAND 167 6 173 14 
PETTS WOOD 147 0 147 243 
BOREHAM WOOD 142 7 149 82 
CARDIFF 24 0 24 20 
CAMBRIDGE 0 0 ) 88 
HARLOW 86 2 88 3 
PLYMOUTH 54 0 54 13 
EAST KILBRIDE 145 0 145 509 
COVENT! 49 1 50 60 
POLISH LUTHERANS 463 0 463 0 
OTHERS 996 107 1003 0 
Grand Total £3542 £619 £4161 £6838 
, 1965 ELEVEN 
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THE COVER 


A pictorial representa- 
tion of the table prayer 
in common use in 


ELCE homes. 


“Come, Lord Jesus, be 
our guest And let Thy 


gifts to us be blessed. 


Amen”. 


Illustration from the 
parish bulletin of Christ 
Lutheran Church, Uel- 
zen, West Germany. 
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New Concordia Books) 


Christian Encounter 


THE NEW LEISURE 


by Rudolph Norden 

By reading this timely book the individual 
to think through problems and uses of thi 
time he has. Above all it is designed to | 
think and act theologically from the Christi 
of view. Discussion questions are included to 
reader in forming his answers. 


THE WORLD OF POP MUSIC 
AND JAZZ 
by William Miller 


This is a sympathetic and critical discussion 
music and jazz. The author shows that Christi 
not hesitated to form opinions about 
especially in the field of pop music. 


cena ma aici de ES aeeeee ee 


THE WORLD THAT IS 


by P. F. Kurzweg 
This book equips the Christian to think theo 
about the affairs of men in the world in rel 
to God through creation and redemption. It sh 
presence of God in His world and the relatio 
the Christian to the structures and forms o 
God’s world. 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 
by Paul Elbrecht 


This is a direct and easy to follow presentatio! 
American political system with Christian und@ 
ing and motivation. Here is a book “‘to offer a& 
of the political system to the Christian who ¥# 
learn”. 


Order from 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


42 MUSEUM STREET - LONDON 


